
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


 

 

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and 

Land Reform 

Roseanna Cunningham MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

Convener of the ECCLR Committee 
c/o Clerk to the Committee 
Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
By email:  ecclr.committee@parliament.scot  
 
 
ecclr.committee@parliament.sc
ot  

 

 

___ 
2 July 2018 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter following the ECCLR committee meeting of 19 June 2018 and for 

the committee’s support of the microbead legislation which came into force on the same 

date. 

I understand the committee’s concern about microplastics in our seas, it is one which we all 

share.  This is a recognised issue and we are still to fully understand the extent of 

microplastic pollution and its effects on the environment.   We know that these tiny particles 

can adsorb contaminants and their size allows them to be ingested by the smallest of 

organisms and make their way through the food chain.  However, we are yet to establish the 

resulting consequences or how best to reduce their impact. 

The committee asked what plans were in place regarding particular products: 

Glitter 

Marine Scotland has been contacted directly about actions on microplastic glitter by Ms 

Beamish MSP of the committee.  In that correspondence our approach to marine plastics 

was outlined, based upon our Marine Litter Strategy and Programme for Government 

commitments.  In addition to these we have introduced legislation to tackle microbeads in 

rinse-off personal care products and are in the process of doing the same for plastic-

stemmed cotton buds.  Our policies and legislation have been developed through an 

evidence-based approach which focuses action on the products or items that we know to be 

most abundant and therefore potentially cause the most harm.   

Glitter is not currently considered a product needing attention as the scale at which other 

material is entering our waters makes them a priority.  It appears that there are natural 

alternatives to plastic glitter available on the market and we will ask the Expert Panel to 

consider this when they evaluate options to tackle the demand for other single-use items. 
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Nurdles 

We support the plastic industry’s ‘Operation Clean Sweep’, a voluntary scheme which 

promotes good handling practice by businesses handling pre-production plastics, whether in 

the form of nurdles, powder or flakes.  The East Lothian charity Fidra has highlighted the 

extent of nurdle pollution on our shores and it is clear that the scheme needs to go further. 

This issue has been raised at a European level and also within OSPAR, but as yet no other 

country has taken action.  We plan to work with not just the businesses making the pre-

production plastics, but also the hauliers, product manufacturers, brands and retailers to 

extend this scheme across the supply chain in Scotland and allow for a transparent method 

of auditing to allow for a certification scheme.  A meeting of key stakeholders is to be 

arranged at the end of August and will include Marine Scotland, Zero Waste Scotland and 

SEPA. 

Microfibres & textiles 

Microfibres are known to be present in our air and waters and as yet their presence is little 

understood in terms of density, distribution, threat of harm and also most importantly, how 

they can be reduced.  The microfibres that are released from textiles result from 

manufacture, wear and laundering, both washing and drying.   

This issue is being explored by private industry at the production level by companies such as 

Patagonia and by laundry machine manufacturers such as Siemens.  It is important that the 

various parties involved in the manufacture and follow-on laundering technologies work 

together and we intend to address this with a session to include key stakeholders at our 

international conference in March 2019. 

Wider forms of microplastic 

Microplastics are entering our seas from tributary waters and from the air as tiny particles 

and fibres from many sources including, in order of largest emissions; tyre wear from roads, 

land-based litter, paints, micro-pellets, cosmetics, laundry and astro-turf.  We are working 

internationally on this issue, contributing with data collected from our microplastic monitoring 

programme, and actively participating in the OSPAR working groups where we were 

previously represented by the UK Government.   We also work with the Marine Alliance of 

Science and Technology Scotland to follow other microplastic research and we are 

supporting research into monitoring of marine sediment on the shoreline, which our 

programme does not currently cover.  Future policies regarding microfibres such as tyre 

fragments will be determined by research outputs.  DEFRA have recently commissioned a 

one year study into tyre fibres which will report in March 2019 to OSPAR. 

To address microplastics we must also address the issue of larger plastic items entering our 

seas.  We have over 40 action points under our Marine Litter Strategy and in addition we 

have also prioritised work on plastics with our Programme for Government commitments 

which include introducing a deposit return scheme to increase recycling.   
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Marine plastics are a truly global problem and we will continue to demonstrate leadership 

and work collaboratively with other UK administrations and internationally. 

Yours, 
 

 
      Roseanna Cunningham 
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